
IB Distinction for Excellence in Research Evaluation Criteria 
Please see IB Graduation with Distinction webpage (https://sib.illinois.edu/undergraduate/distinction) for updates to these criteria! 

 
Benchmark Distinction High Distinction Highest Distinction 
Minimum grade point average (GPA) 3.25 3.25 3.25 
Student Involvement 
 
      Initial formulation of project 
 
      Extended scope/depth of original 
           plan 
 
      Formulating testing/improving 
           experimental design 
 
      Gathering data 
 
 
      Data analysis 
 
      Interpretation of data 
 
      Reading/understanding primary 
           literature 
 
      Preparation of manuscript/poster 

 
 
At least some                               
 
At least some 
 
 
At least some 
 
 
Yes; may also use supplemental 
data from lab 
 
Basic statistics okay 
 
Yes; with aid from mentor 
 
Yes  
 
 
Independent first draft; 
revision based on input from 
mentor 

 
 
All aspects, with 
moderate-to-high level of 
independence. 

 
 
All aspects, with highest 
level of independence. 

 

Results obtained Results may be 
modest or even 
unsuccessful, but 
methods and analysis 
must be sound 

 

Some novel information; 
methods and analysis 
sound 

Significant new 
conclusions; well 
supported by data 

 



Overall effort Good faith effort; 
respectable study that 
clearly documents 
significant effort in 
generating data, and 
preparing a scientific 
poster 

 

A significant 
undergraduate research 
experience generating 
results of publication 
quality (even if 
manuscript is not) 

Final manuscript is 
equivalent to 
manuscript for 
submission to journal 
for publication. 

 

Overall criteria: 
 
A substantive research experience; the student has achieved an in-depth understanding of the area of study; and greatly advanced their 
ability in scientific thought, conducting research, and production of a high quality scientific poster or manuscript. 

NOTES: 
 
Originality by the student may not be possible for expensive projects (e.g., molecular-based research). 
 
The poster or oral presentation, particularly demonstration of understanding of the science, will serve as a secondary  
consideration in deciding the level of distinction. 
 
Please be aware that COVID-related circumstances may require the School to change deadline dates and presentation 
requirements. As examples, both poster and oral presentations may need to be conducted virtually. We understand that students 
are conducting research and preparing presentations under very challenging times. The SIB Distinction Committee may also 
need to modify expectations for distinction consideration and how student projects are evaluated, with the students’ best interest 
always in mind.  See IB Graduation with Distinction webpage for any major changes to the aforementioned evaluation criteria. 
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