
IB Distinction for Excellence in Research Evaluation Form 
(to be completed by the faculty research mentor) 

Student Advisee: ________________________________________________________ 

Faculty Research Mentor: ________________________________________________ 

Faculty Advisor-of-Note (if applicable): _____________________________________ 

Indicate the length of time your advisee worked on the project (s)he submitted for graduation with 
distinction.  Specifically, how many semesters, including summer, did the student work a) in your lab, b) 
on other research projects in the lab, and c) exclusively on this distinction project? 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Was the student’s primary supervisor a graduate student, post-doc, or yourself?  If the student’s primary 
supervisor was another member of your lab, what actions did you take to oversee that this project 
achieved the quality of a distinction project? 



Please rank the performance of your undergraduate research student in the categories listed.  In the 
space below each category, provide a brief statement to support the ranking assigned.  Please use the 
following scale: 

(1) Student made no significant contribution (note that for all categories of student involvement, at
least some contribution by the student is mandatory to achieve distinction)
(2) Student made a minimal contribution
(3) Student made a modest contribution
(4) Student made a strong contribution
(5) Student made an exceptional contribution

Input by the student on the initial formulation of the project.A. ______

Input of the student that extended the scope/depth of the original planned research.B. ______

Role of the student in formulating/testing/improving the experimental design.C. ______

Extent of reading/understanding the primary literature.D. ______

E. Contribution of the student to:
a. ______ data gathering
b. ______ data analysis
c. ______ interpretation of data

Manuscript or poster preparation (or virtual presentation, if necessary)F. ______



On what date did the student show the first draft of the manuscript or poster (or virtual presentation) to 
you?   

How many rounds of revision were performed on the manuscript or poster (or virtual presentation)? 

What level of distinction for excellence in research do you recommend? _________________________ 

Provide a one paragraph explanation of the level of distinction recommended and why you feel the 
student has fulfilled or exceeded the overall criteria of “A substantive research experience; the student 
has achieved an in-depth understanding of the area of study; and greatly advanced their ability in 
scientific thought, conducting research, and production of a high-quality scientific manuscript or 
poster”. 

When completed, submit this PDF form SIB@life.illinois.edu, 286 Morrill Hall, who will 
forward copies to the SIB Distinction Committee.  Thank you!
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